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Contexts for development of the
EYLF

» International and Australian research evidence on the importance
of the early years

} State and Territory governmentsao
}  COAG- National EC gquality reform agenda including:
- universal access to 15 hours of preschool
- new national quality standards
- EC workforce reform
- bridging the gap for Aboriginal &Torres Strait Islander
children

QAll children have the best start in life to create a better future for
themselves and for the nationo
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Purpose of the EYLF

To articulate a shared vision for all children (birth to five) and
their families in Australia

Confirm Australi ads ¢ Commentiormoe tha
Rights of the Child

Provide a framework for early learning based on five broad
learning outcomes for children from birth to 5 years

Support high quality curriculum or program provision in birth to
five EC settings

Highlight the notion that learning begins at birth and the critical
Importance of the early years

Promote the idea that everyone who works with children in EC
settings are educators

Support the use of a common professional language across EC
settings or services

t




Process for the development of the
EYLF 2008-9

Literature review (RMIT)

Discussion paper (Monash)
COAG-early yearso advisory
Appointment of CSU consortium

Symposia, consultations and submissions on
draft

Trialling draft at 27 sites across the country
Revisions and final draft by CSU consortium
COAG revisions of final CSU draft

EYLF launched in July 2009
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EYLF: Content

1 The vision: childhood as characterised by
belonging, being and becoming

} EC pedagogy
1 Principles
1 Practice

} Learning outcomes




Belonging

1} Recogni tion off
right to be active
participants
Enacting respectful

Family -

1 heritage, culture,
religion, lifestyles

Country

1 of birth or adopted

Community

relationships in every day
practice

Ensuring children

experience a strong

sense of security
Supporting chijl
positive sense of identity

} local and global
Groups
1 peers, mixed age

Educators

Children
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Being

Val uing chil
present lives

Children have different
and unique ways of
being

Chil drenodos
active in deciding how

( 1 Allowing children
unhurried tijme
and to enjoy being Iin
the world

1 Acknowledging
differences and
diversity
Planning with children
Responding to every
chil ddos complet
and unigueness

to be in their present
lives

Children are capable
learners from birth

Children

Educators



y Chil drends
learning lays foundations
for future learning

1 Children experience
changes in their
development and
learning over time

; Children re - shape their
identity as they
experience changes such
as starting full time
school
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} Children have a right
to shape their unique
becoming/s with
support from families,
educators and other
community members

1} Recogni se
growing awareness of
the need to live and
learn interdependently
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